How about a free library?
I have just been given a library containing twenty nine thousand five hundred books. I now
have twenty nine thousand four hundred and ninety five left to read. And I got this all for
free. How do I store so many books? The library is from the Project Gutenberg and is
contained on a single, double layer DVD that holds 8.7 GB of information. The books on the
DVD are free of copyright, so are able to be scanned, compiled and given away on disc. My
latest version arrived from the Project (USA based) five days from ordering. The books can
be downloaded (8.7 GB though) from http://goo.gl/RMji, but I would recommend ordering
the free, post free DVD because of the need to have access to high speed broadband to have
any chance of a successful download.
What I have described above is but one example of what are known as electronic books
(ebooks for short). If you want a better feel for ebooks go to the Wikipedia ebook entry at
http://goo.gl/Wjdyn. The site gives good explanations and overview of the advantages and
disadvantages of ebooks, and other sources for downloading them. There is comment on
(the now fashionable) electronic ebook readers.
Wikipedia is only one aspect of the Wiki world. Wiki Books at http://goo.gl/AXdV is
interesting in that you can edit open-content textbooks collection.
A good source of free downloadable ebooks is our friend Google. Just go to Google Books at
http://goo.gl/97MCq and you have the book world at your fingertips. Books are available in
full and preview formats. Just click on the subject you are interested in and select either full
view (in the left margin) if you want only the full version. Not all the books are free but you
are told which are which at that stage. There is a reasonable selection of New Zealand books
and magazines on the site.
I mentioned ebook readers above. There are a number of free ebook readers that you can
use on your PC. Nook for PC, that can be downloaded from http://goo.gl/fnFr, is the one I
use. Just load your ebook into Nook and start reading. The Nook reader is provided by
Barnes & Noble. They do provide some free ebooks.
If you want a New Zealand site with free books and historical documents go to the New
Zealand Electronic Text Centre located at http://goo.gl/9gfvU and maintained by the
Victoria University Library. In their words “Here you can search and browse an open digital
library of New Zealand and Pacific Island documentary heritage material as well as new
born-digital work and research from Victoria University. The collection contains over 1400
texts and will continue to grow through projects to support teaching, learning and research
at the university.”
The site Makeuseof.com at http://goo.gl/8VAD has a list of what they describe as “The Best
6 Sites to Get Free Ebooks.” The comments, by readers, at the bottom of this page provide
some other useful sites. Also on Makeuseof.com at http://goo.gl/wPTs are twenty seven
very good downloadable ebook “guides” The guides include such subjects as digital
photography, productivity, Internet searching, Twitter, Gmail, Windows 7 Guide and how to
prepare professional Word documents.

“Millions of documents and books at your fingertips with Scribd” at http://goo.gl/1PBC . At
Scribd you can read, print, download or upload your PDF, Word, and PowerPoint docs to
share them with the world's largest community of readers according to Scribd.
A final word – check the download size before downloading ebooks.
Send an email to Alan Royal at a.royal@paradise.net.nz if you would like a copy of this
article, with hyperlinks enabled.

